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Welcome!
Welcome to the PMP Pals Annual Conference in our
18th year of helping patients and caregivers fight
Appendix Cancer and Pseudomyxoma Peritonei. Since
1998 PMP Pals has been helping provide information
and support so those affected know they’re not alone,
even when fighting a rare cancer. We know you’ll enjoy
fellowship with other patients and caregivers, and
you’re sure to find hope in meeting our many long term
survivors.
We also hope you’ll enjoy our speaking guests this
year. PMP Pals believes hopeful and well informed
patients recover faster and have better outcomes. In
pursuit of these goals, we’ve brought together speakers
that are sure to provide a mix of inspirational stories
and the latest information about diagnosis and
treatment. You are sure to be inspired by Anna Renault,
who will tell you how she stays positive, even after
being told she has cancer 9 times in her life. Jerry

Lewandowski, President of ACPMP, will tell you how
they fund research for PMP and will share his own story
of surviving PMP. In addition, we’re proud to have
surgical oncologist and PMP specialist Dr. Joel
Baumgartner from UCSD who will share their latest
experience with the genomics of PMP. Also, we’re very
lucky to have Dr. Sherri Millis from Foundation
Medicine share her knowledge about our rare disease
and how their tests can help PMP patients. And last but
not least, Dr. Jeremiah McDole from Illumina will show
how their technology is changing medicine today. We
trust these presentations will give you information,
inspiration and hope as you’re navigating you’re path
today.
PMP Pals’ mission is to be side by side with you on
your journey fighting cancer. We want you to
understand you can outlive your prognosis, that you can
live well in spite of a challenging and rare disease, and
that working together we believe we can someday find
a cure for our rare disease. Each of us running the
organization is here today because of the work done by
our founder, Gabriella Graham, and all the other PMP

Pals. It’s our honor to help you now, and we look
forward to your return to full health, and your
participation in the organization for yours to come.

PMP Pals has
hope for you

Please join us in thanking Illumina for
sponsoring this conference

Bringing you solutions that are changing
how cancer will be identified and treated

Please join us in thanking our esteemed
institutions and presenters for participating in
this conference

Anna Renault
Author and multiple cancer survivor
www.annarenault.com

2003 PMP Pals Conference

Most of all, thank YOU for being the best part
of PMP Pals. We’re glad you’re here and hope
you enjoy the conference!

2005 PMP Pals Conference

PMP Pals Annual Conference
October 8th & 9th, 2016
Massaro & Santos Restaurant

Bayonet & Blackhorse Golf Course

32 Cannery Row, Monterey, CA 93940

1 McClure Way, Seaside, CA 93955

Saturday - Dinner at Massaro & Santos
Start Time

Finish Time

Topic

Presenter

5:00 PM

6:00 PM

Cocktail Hour

All

6:00 PM

6:10 PM

Guest Seating

All

6:10 PM

6:30 PM

Welcome & Introductions

Chris Piekarski

6:30 PM

7:50 PM

Dinner

All

7:50 PM

8:00 PM

Closing Remarks & Wrap Up

Chris Piekarski

8:00 PM

9:30 PM

Post-Event Socializing

All

Sunday - Conference at Bayonet & Black Horse
Start Time

Finish Time

Topic

Presenter

9:00 AM

9:45 AM

Arrival & Seating

Chris Piekarski

9:45 AM

10:00 AM

Welcome & Introductions

Chris Piekarski

10:00 AM

10:30 AM

ACPMP

Jerry Lewandowski, President

10:30 AM

11:00 AM

Ask Arthur Highlights

Adele Jasion

11:00 AM

11:30 AM

UCSD's Genomic Experience

Dr. Joel Baumgartner, MD

11:30 AM

12:45 PM

Lunch

All

12:45 PM

1:15 PM

Foundation Medicine

Dr. Sherri Millis, MS PhD

1:15 PM

1:45 PM

Illumina

Dr. Jeremiah McDole, PhD

1:45 PM

2:15 PM

Cancer Survivor & Author

Anna Renault

2:15 PM

2:45 PM

PMP Pals has HOPE for YOU

Chris Piekarski

2:45 PM

3:00 PM

Wrap Up & Farewells

Chris Piekarski

Jerry Lewandowski is the President of the ACPMP, and
organization that issues two grants of $50,000 each annually
for PMP research. Jerry is also a PMP survivor who is free of
disease after three HIPEC procedures. Jerry also works as a
consultant for healthcare companies. Please join us in
welcoming Jerry as he shares his stories of success.

Adele Jasion has been a PMP survivor since 2011 and the
Treasurer for PMP Pals since 2015. Adele underwent
successful CRS and HIPEC treatment at UPMC and is elated to
have recently celebrated her fifth year of being cancer free.
Adele is a CPA and founding partner of one of the largest
public accounting firms in Northwest Ohio, and also tirelessly
responds to patients and caregivers that email
info@pmppals.net. Please join us in welcoming Adele as she
shares updates from the Ask Arthur program.

Dr. Joel M. Baumgartner, MD is a surgical oncologist
specializing in the treatment of PMP and is currently
practicing with the world class team at UCSD. Joel completed
a fellowship at UPMC in Pittsburgh, a hospital with one of the
highest volumes of PMP patients in the world, giving him
extensive experience in treating the disease. We’re honored
Joel is here to share the knowledge UCSD has gathered
around the genomics of PMP.

As the Senior Medical Science Liaison for Foundation
Medicine, Dr. Sherri Millis, MS PhD, works closely with health
care professionals and patients to build their knowledge of
personalized medicine and genomic sequencing in oncology.
Sherri has authored more than 50 research articles on breast,
pancreatic, sarcoma, bladder, and very rare cancers. Dr. Millis
received her PhD in Biochemistry from the University of
Wisconsin and her MS in Chemistry from the University of
Colorado. We’re excited to hear what Sherri and Foundation
Medicine have to say about our rare cancer.

Dr. Jeremiah McDole received his Ph.D. in neuroimmunology
from the University of Cincinnati and spent his post-doctoral
years in the Immunology department at Washington
University in St. Louis. After leaving academia he became a
management consultant working with specialty and mid-sized
pharmaceutical companies. Most recently, he’s worked to
develop and market genetic cancer assays that utilize nextgeneration sequencing. Please join us in welcoming Jeremiah
as he shares how Illumina is changing medicine today.

Anna Renault
Author and multiple cancer survivor
www.annarenault.com

Anna Renault is an author, radio show host, and an amazing
survivor who has been told 9 times in her life that she has
cancer. Anna is also very active in her hometown community
of Baltimore. We can attest that Anna seems to have an
endless supply of positive energy despite difficult
circumstances. We’re honored to have her here to share her
tricks for remaining positive even while fighting cancer.

Anna Renault
A Thriving Cancer Survivor History
renaultannamarie@yahoo.com

Baltimore, MD

410-391-8260

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY:
Maryland State Department of Education

Retired June 200`

Division of Rehabilitation Services

Baltimore County Public Schools
-

Substitute Teacher – Day schools
Evening High School

Baltimore County Public Library
Essex Branch
Volunteer and paid staff

Poems by Anna

2004-2009

Chesapeake Publishing (The Avenue News)

2008 – Current

Examiner.com

2010 - Current

-

Cancer, Environmental News, ,
Bay Area Shuckers
Military deployment

Essex.Patch.com

2011 - 2013

Radio Show Host

2011 – Current

-

Anna’s Journey
Internet; Blog Talk Radio (www.blogtalkradio.com/anna-renault)

Published Author

2011 - Current

Readers Rock Magazine

2014 – 2015

-

Columnist

VOLUNTEERING:
MedStar Franklin Square Medical Center
- Patient Advisory Board
- Patient/Family Quality/Safety Advisory

Appointed
2009 – 2013
2014 – Current

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish
- Liturgy Committee
- Parish Council

2008 – 2016
2010 – Current

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Schools
- School Board
- Board Secretary

2011 – 2016
2014 – 2015

Holly Neck Conservation Association (HNCA)
- Executive Board
- Bylaws Committee
- Environmental Committee

2001 – Current
2001 – 2004
2002 – 2004
2001 - 2015

Back River Restoration Committee (BRRC)

2010 – Current

Gunpowder Valley Conservancy
- Clear Creeks Project member

2013 – Current

********

American Cancer Society
- Speaker, advocate, mentor

1977 – Current

American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network
- Ambassador, Dist. 2 – MD

2001 – Current

Baltimore County Cancer Coalition
- Coalition Chair

2010 – Current
2012 – 2013

Cancer Support Foundation
- Board Member

2006 – Current
2011 – Current

Leadership History:
Teen years
High School

Baton Twirling instructor
Twirl Line for h.s. football team

Single Parent – Parents without Partners Chapter 1 - 1975 – 1981
Eastside Parent Child Committee Chair
1975
Eastside Area Vice Chair
1976
Chapter Vice President (elected)
1977
President resigned… moved to President
Chapter President (elected)
1978-1979
Regional President
1980
Zone 1 Administrator (MD, DE, VA, DC) 1981
Maryland Classified Employees Association (for state employees)
Chapter 161 (1970 – 1973) Secretary, Vice President, President
Chapter 202 (1974 – 1999) Secretary and Membership chair (2x/ea)
Vice President (four years); Vice President (four years)
President and Past President (four years each)

National Rehabilitation Association – member 1970 – 2003
Maryland Rehabilitation Association
“
“
National Association of Rehabilitation Support Staff (NARSS)
Maryland Assoc. of Rehab. Support Staff (MARSS)
NARSS and MARSS changed names to
National Association of Rehabilitation Secretaries and Administrative Assistants
Maryland Association of Rehabilitation Secretaries and Administrative Assistants

Nationally, I served as Membership Chair in 1993
President Elect 1994-95;
President 1996 and 1997;
Past President 1998
President 1999 and 2000
Maryland state and regional level – served several terms as Vice President;
President, Past President and Board Member. 1970 - 2001

Anna Renault
www.annarenault.com
“Anna’s Journey: Am I Accident Prone?”
Autobiographical,
Childhood accidents!

“Anna's Journey: How many lives does one person get?
Autobiographical
Multiple bouts of cancer and
Other almost deadly issues!

Meet the PMP Pals leadership team
The PMP Pals mission is to provide information to and support
for patients and caregivers fighting cancer of the appendix, also
known as pseudomyxoma peritonei or PMP. The organization is
a registered California nonprofit public benefit corporation
being run by a Board of Directors that consists of PMP patients
and caregiver volunteers. The Board of Directors is supported
by esteemed volunteers that run the many free programs
offered by the organization to fulfill their mission. Volunteers
are also patients, caregivers and friends impacted by cancer of
the appendix and PMP. Take a moment to meet the PMP Pals
leadership team:

Board of Directors:
Chris Piekarski – President
Adele Jasion – Treasurer
Libby McMahon – Secretary
Mark McMahon – Director
Mike Hitchener - Director

Chris Piekarski has been a PMP survivor since 2004 and
the President of PMP Pals since 2015. Chris underwent
successful CRS, HIPEC and chemotherapy treatment
with Dr. Sardi in his hometown of Baltimore, Maryland.
Chris is also a Professional Services Manager for Varian
Medical Systems where he helps hospitals around the
world plan and implement complex IT projects. Chris
lives in San Diego, California with his wife and two daughters.

Adele Jasion has been a PMP survivor since 2011 and the
Treasurer for PMP Pals since 2015. Adele underwent
successful CRS and HIPEC treatment at UPMC
in September 2011. She is a CPA and founding partner of
one of the largest public accounting firms in Northwest
Ohio. Adele’s friendly demeanor greets you when you
email info@pmppals.net.

Libby McMahon is a nonprofit finance director living
in Carmel, California and the Secretary for PMP Pals
since 2015. She was a caregiver for veteran Pal and
Board member Mark McMahon. Libby has helped us
form the Board, secured our non-profit applications
with the state and federal governments, and helps
with fundraising.

Mark McMahon has been a PMP survivor since 2003
and has been a Board Member since 2015. Mark is a
scientific instrument salesman for Thermo-Fisher
Scientific and many will remember Mark as the friendly
photographer at our annual conferences.

Mike Hitchener is a PMP survivor and veteran Pal
Mentor who has been a Board Member since 2015. Mike
works for Saint-Gobain and is currently making his
health his primary concern.

Volunteers:
Mike Grattan – IT Infrastructure Manager
Charmaine Skillman – Mentor Program Manager
Pat Olsen – Get Well Cards Program Manager
Linda Abrao – Bare Bottom Bears Program Manager
Misty Price – Blog Writer
Arthur Rettig – Ask Arthur
Linda King – Eat Like a King

Mike Grattan is the IT support behind PMP Pals and
helps with our web site, email, contact databases
and much, much more. Mike is also an IT Manager
for a produce distributor in Salinas, California. Mike
and his wife Angela have been integral to the history
of PMP Pals by supporting its earliest web site which
so many remember, and by supporting and caring for
Gabriella Graham throughout her final years.

Charmaine Skillman is an 18 year
PMP survivor and a retired attorney living in
Austin, Texas. Charmaine manages the
Mentor program and is happy to pair you
with a mentor carefully matched to your
demographic, your disease and your place in
the journey fighting cancer.

Pat Olsen is a retired Nurse Practitioner and
caregiver for her daughter who was
successfully treated for PMP in 2013. Pat
coordinates our popular Get Well Cards
program and is thrilled to send cards to
patients and caregivers needing support.
Send her an email at getwellcards@pmppals.net today, tell her a bit
about your circumstances, and she’ll rally card writers around the
world to send a wave of love and support that we guarantee you’ll
never forget.

Linda Abrao became involved with PMP Pals through
her sister Doris, who was a close friend of Pals’
founder Gabriella Graham. After Doris passed away
from colon cancer in 2008, Linda took over the Bare
Bottom Bears program. She continues her
involvement to honor the memory of both Doris and
Gabriella. Linda is herself a breast cancer survivor.

Misty Price is a PMP survivor since 2006 and a
veteran Pal Mentor. Misty enjoys writing blogs which
share information, hope and support for our fellow
patients and the caregivers working hard to manage
new health concerns.

Dani Church is a PMP survivor since
2012 and retired Marketing Agency
Staff Writer. Dani edited stories of hope
and information for Pals around the
world. Dani is now making her health
her primary concern.

About Our Founder
After being diagnosed with PMP,
Gabriella Graham found a great
need for information and support
for patients seeking treatment for
this rare disease. In 1998 Gabriella
and a cadre of nine other dedicated
patients and caregivers in Holland,
the United Kingdom, and the
United States founded PMP Pals
with the mission of offering references and referrals to PMP
patients. From that time forward Gabriella grew PMP Pals into a global
organization serving patients in 55 countries in 12 languages. The
organization held annual conferences and Gabriella spoke at events
across the country held by our surgeons. Gabriella and PMP Pals was
recognized throughout the community of PMP surgeons, patients and
organizations as the preeminent global organization for patient
advocacy and support.
Gabriella and PMP Pals gave new patients hope by providing practical
information, positive support and stories of life after diagnosis, while
remaining honest about the challenges of treatment. Gabriella asked
that Pals not refer to the disease or its treatment with colloquialisms,
and believed chat rooms didn’t offer the best support, as there was
enough fear without them or the outdated information scattered
across the internet. Gabriella believed pairing mentors and patients
according to their demographics and treatment modalities was
important, but believed Pals shouldn’t provide medical advice, as
developing an individualized care plan was the responsibility of patients
and our specialists. Gabriella herself worked very hard to always be a
lady while struggling with PMP.

Gabriella proved patients deserve care as long as they’re willing to fight
because they can make contributions to the world long after their
prognosis. Deemed inoperable many times, Gabriella fought for her
own care and convinced many surgeons to operate on her throughout
the years. During those years Gabriella demonstrated her gratitude by
serving countless PMP patients by creating a website that consolidated
information, with the distribution of handbooks to prepare them for
surgery and recovery, and most importantly by pairing Pals and patients
for emotional support. Truly, many long-term survivors of PMP owe
their lives to Gabriella as she advocated for their care with our
specialists. Gabriella was truly a remarkable example to all of us that
there can be abundant life after diagnosis with PMP.
Gabriella Graham passed away peacefully on June 18, 2014 from
complications from PMP with Pals by her side.

Please join us in remembering Chulita, Gabriella’s
faithful friend and our beloved mascot, who passed
away earlier this year.

PMP Pals has
hope for you

